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CONNECT #6: 
FORGIVING 
Acts 15:36-41; Colossians 3:12-13 
 
Sermon Outline 

1. Christians will have Disagreements and Arguments (Acts 15:36-41) 

2. Christians need to Remember the Forgiveness of God in their Own Lives (1 Tim. 1:12-15; Eph. 1:7) 

3. In view of Christ’s Forgiveness, Christians need to Forgive One Another (Col. 3:12-13) 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. When you have a sharp disagreement with a friend, how do you usually handle it? 

2. Read Acts 15:36-41 again. Review the cause and result of Paul and Barnabas disagreement. Why do you think their 
differences of opinion turned into such a deep division? How do you think differences in personality affected the 
disagreement between the two of them? 

3. In case of disagreement, why do you think it is important to try to see the issue from the other person’s point of 
view? When should you give up your rights, your position on the issue, or your point of view for the sake of peace 
with another person? How can you choose to “agree to disagree”? 

4. Christ’s forgiveness should not be abused, but the truth remains that in Him, we have forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7). 
We don’t deserve to be forgiven, but according to His abundant grace, we are forgiven even if we don’t deserve it. 
Do you ever question the ability of the blood of Jesus to wash away your sin and restore your fellowship with Him? 

5. Go back to Paul, Barnabas and John Mark. In view of Christ’s forgiveness, they forgave one another. Although Paul 
and Barnabas didn’t work together again, they remained friends. Paul acknowledged John Mark’s spiritual gifts and 
asked him to work with him (Paul). On John Mark’s part, he forgave Paul for rejecting him on his second journey 
and stood by and worked with him. In order to resolve a disagreement with another Christian, what step can you 
take toward resolving the issue? How does the state of your heart affect your resolve to forgive? 

6. When you hear the phrase “forgive and forget” what comes to mind? Is it really possible for you to do this? Our all-
knowing God chooses to “forget” our sins and remember them no more in that He chooses not to bring it up and 
count it against us. When we truly forgive someone, can we “forget” in the sense that although we may remember 
what was done to us, we will not allow that offense to affect our friendship in Christ? 

7. Why is a culture of forgiveness so important in a church community? Think of the name of the person that you have 
written and taped on the cross last Sunday, can you honestly say that “I am not going to let him/her bother me 
anymore.” You can because of God’s power! And you can forgive because Christ, too, has forgiven you.  

Part of the Sermon Series 
CONNECT: Cultivating a Culture 

of Genuine Community 
By Rev. Stephen Tan 
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