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It Started with Twelve #1
The Starting Point of Discipleship

Wond

Scripture Reference
Luke 5:1-11

Sermon Outline
1. Jesus Gets Someone’s Full Attention (v. 1-3)
2. Jesus Shows Him His Inadequacies (v. 4-7)
3. Jesus Invites Him to the Starting Point of Discipleship
Step 1:  Recognizing a Need in Yourself (v. 8)
Step 2:  Realizing the Solution is in Jesus Christ (v. 9-10)
Step 3:  Wanting to Live a Radically New Life (v. 11)

Discussion Questions

1. Someone has said that the only thing constant in this world is CHANGE, and
yet most people don’t want to change. Are you one of those people? There are
things in our lives that need changing. If you could, what is it that you want
changed in your life?

2. Transformation through discipleship is a process or a journey for the followers
of Jesus Christ equipped with the Holy Spirit. As we journey with the Lord
Jesus, we become more and more like Him, a process that is completed when we
see Him in eternity. Where do you place yourself in this journey? Are you in a
stagnant situation or are you moving forward?

3. Jesus’ call for his first disciples involved ordinary men. Read Luke 5:1-11 and
discuss the following questions:

a.  From what you've read and heard, was this Peter’s first encounter
with Jesus?

b.  People were crowding around Jesus until He was pushed to the edge
of the shore. What did he use as his “podium” (v.3).

c. Jesus ended up standing on Peter’s boat. Was it accidental or
intentional?

d.  What did Jesus say to Peter after he had finished speaking in verse 4?
And what was Peter’s response?

4. Describe what happened in verses 6-7 after Peter obeyed Jesus. How did Peter
react when he realized that Jesus had just performed a miracle for him and his
fellow fishermen? How do you think you would react if you were Peter?

5. The first step for coming to the starting point of discipleship is recognizing our
problems, needs, or inadequacies. Peter was stunned by the miracle Jesus
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performed. This “expert” fisherman had just been taught how to fish by a
carpenter. What do you think was Peter’s thought process from the time he saw
the miracle to the moment he recognized his own inadequacies? When do you
realize your inadequacy, or are you always self-sufficient? Acknowledging our
problems and needs is the start of change in us. Why do you think so?

6.  Step two of coming to the starting point of discipleship is recognizing that the
solution is in Jesus Christ. Do you acknowledge in your own life that Christ is
the solution to your problems? Think about some of your problems and explain
how Christ is the solution.

7. Step three of coming to the starting point of discipleship is wanting to live a
radically new life. A radical change in Peter’s life happened when Jesus told him
and his companions (his brother Andrew, and the brothers James and John)
that “from now on you will catch men.” What did Jesus mean by this statement?
How does verse 11 described how their lives were changed radically? What
apprehensions and anxieties do you have when you are challenged to live a new
life?

8.  Jesus gave Peter and the others a choice between a better life by helping them in
their work as fishermen, or a new life by asking them to follow Him as fishers of
men. If you are given this choice, would you choose to live a better life or a new
life? These men choose the new life and left behind everything and followed
Him. In your situation, what do you have to put aside to follow Christ today for
anew life?

Walk
Can you identify places in your life where God is calling for long-term obedience
from you?
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